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drop of moisture had been evaporated by the fierce heat of the
Southern sun. ' So long had the drought continued,' said
Sturt in his story of * Two Expeditions/ ' that the vegetable
kingdom was almost annihilated, and minor vegetation had
disappeared.1 Great trees which had once been clothed in
luxurious foliage now stood gauntly in the burning sunshine,
with but a few dead leaves upon their scorched and bkckened
limbs. Others had fallen like stricken giants across dry ruts
which had once been filled with silvery streams. Birds of
every kind lay dead or dying, and emus with their feathers
miserably moulting ran with outstretched necks, gasping for
breath, vainly searching for rivers which no longer existed.
The utter desolation and horror of this waterless land were
intensified by encounters with wandering natives, fearfully
emaciated, their tongues lolling out like thirsty brutes and
dragging themselves miserably towards the hill country in the
hope of finding some pools or springs where they might get
refreshment. Those unfortunate blackfellows were often so
exhausted by suffering that when they reached the water-pools
they lay down and died before they could quench their raging
thirst. Perhaps some of them died from drinking too much
of the precious liquid. Nothing, indeed, could have been more
unutterably pathetic than the sight of one of those pools
crowded by panting and prostrate human beings, and by wild
birds and beasts, who in the extremity of their suffering lost
their fear of man and of each other.

Sturt and his friends had many interesting encounters with
native tribes, some of whom became friendly when their first
terror at the appearance of the white strangers had been over-
come, and by expressive signs gave valuable information as to
the locality of the water-pools in their neighbourhood, i Most
of them were absolutely naked, though here and there some of
the tribes wore short cloaks of kangaroo-skin. They were all
hideously ugly, with broad noses, sunken eyes, overhanging
eyebrows, and thick lips, and their bodies were horrible in
appearance, owing to their custom of lacerating the flesh in a
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